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by a glacier in the Himalaya. Of sheer suffering
they will endure as much as any Everest
climber. But even the idea of climbing
the great peaks never comes into their heads.
Not even to those hardy people who spend their
whole lives in the mountains has it come. That
they have the physical capacity to get to the top
of the very highest is proved by the fact they
carried loads to nearly 27,000 feet in 1924. And
if they could carry a load to that height presum-
ably they could go unloaded to 29,000 feet. Still
the idea of climbing Mount Everest they have
never entertained.
How then is it that islanders from the North
Sea should have thought of such a thing ? Far
back we owe the inspiration to the Swiss and
Italians. The Alpine peaks are only about half
the height of the Himalayan giants. But even
they had been looked on with dread and horror
till at the end of the eighteenth century the Swiss
De Saussure and the Italian Placidus a Spescha
tackled their highest summits. The climbers
groaned and puffed and panted and suffered
from headaches and sickness. Still they attained
the summit. And once the highest mountain in
the Alps had been conquered the lesser peaks
also fell. And soon we English were following
in De Saussure's steps. Through all last century
we were engaged in conquering the Alps. And
when they were well subdued we turned to higher
game. Douglas Freshfield climbed the highest